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SESSION 1: CANADA AND U.S. APPROACHES TO FREE
TRADE AGREEMENTS.
INTRODUCTION
Richard 0. Cunningham
Welcome all of you to this first session. I must say this is an appropriate
and single laterally contentious issue to start off this conference. When I
started doing trade law some 30 years ago - oh, God, it is more than that -
we didn't have free trade agreements. Now they are proliferating.
Are they a good thing? Do they support or hinder the move toward freer
trade globally in the WTO? Do they work well? I suspect you could have had
two subtitles to this program. You could have had "Free Trade Agreements:
Moving Toward a World of Freer Trade," or you could have had "Free Trade
Agreements: A Case Study in Entropy."
Entropy is that doctrine of physics, which holds there is a tendency of any
system to move from a state of order to a state of disorder.' I take the latter
subtitle myself, but we will hear some views strongly held by the two par-
ticipants here.
We are going to start with Ambassador Susan Esserman. I take great pride
in saying she is my partner. She formerly essentially ran the trade establish-
ment of the United States Government in the Clinton Administration, having
held essentially every important trade post that you can hold. And she has I
can tell you strong views on these issues.
1 See The Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia, (6th ed., Columbia University Press 2003),
available at http://www.answers.com/topic/entropy (defining "entropy").
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